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INTRODUCTION

Cumbria’s coast extends to some 180 miles of often heavilyindented coastline and has a rich and fascinating history. To create
the imagery for this posthumous exhibition, local photographer
Graham Whitwham travelled the Cumbrian Coast for locations of
historic interest.
From Silverdale in the south, to the Solway Firth in the north,
these images form a photographic essay of this unique coast by
highlighting places of significant note and importance.
Whitwham was a keen landscape photographer who, for most of his
adult life, lived and worked in South Cumbria. The images originated
on traditional film, in a wooden panoramic wide-angle pinhole
camera, one of the earlist forms of image making.
This technique characeristically gives a degree of distortion and
softness to the images. The cameras have an almost limitless depth
of field and a long time exposure blurs or even prevents the capture
of rapidly moving objects, adding the dimension of time into the final
image. This method allowed Whitwham to capture a likeness of the
landscape and bridge the gap to help remind the viewer of the long
standing connection with the coast.
This collection of photographs is taken from “Sea to the West”,
published shortly before his death in 2021. The title of the book and
show recognises the poem of the same name by the late Cumbrian
poet, Norman Nicholson of Millom.

Holgates
The view from just north of Silverdale in Lancashire looking over the former
boundary between Lancashire and Westmorland which ceased to exist in
1974 when it became the border between Lancashire and Cumbria.

Far arnside
Looking along the former Lancashire/Westmorland boundary to the
treacherous expanse of Morecambe Bay. In February 2004, 23 Chinese
illegal immigrants died off Wharton Sands in a night-time cockling tragedy
when caught by the incoming tide. The gangmaster was subsequently
sentenced to 14 years in jail. Changes to the law governing cockling in the
area followed this tragedy.

Arnside pier
Arnside Pier was built by the Ulverston and Lancaster Railway Company
in 1860. This was to replace an earlier wooden pier as compensation
for building the railway viaduct in 1857 which stopped shipping going
upstream to Milnthorpe. The pier is often battered by strong tides, having
being badly damaged by storms in 1934 and 1983 but rebuilt on both
occassions.

Crossfields
The Crossfield family moved to Arnside in the late 1810s and began a
wood-working business in the 1830s from which their boat-building
business evolved. The business moved to the foreshore at the end of
Arnside promenade in the 1860s and survived until the 1950s. Although
now derelict, the boat shed and yard still occupy the same fore-shore site,
adjacent to the coastguard station.

crossfield yard
The work of Crossfields became a byword for quality for small vessels in
the North West, with most of the Morecambe trawlers having being built
there. Crossfields also made rowing boats, and the boat “Swallow”, owned
by writer Arthur Ransome, was built by the firm shortly before the First
World War.

grange pool
The promenade at Grange-over-Sands leads to the former art-deco outdoor
swimming pool, opened in 1932. The pool is the last remaining lido in the
North West of England and was closed in 1993. Despite still being derelict,
it was grade II listed in 2011.

hampsfell
Hamsfell looms over Grange-over-Sands and is crowned by a Grade II listed
limestone tower which gives views in all directions. The Hospice, which is
reputed to have been built in 1846 by a former vicar of Cartmel to provide
shelter for wanderers on the fell, has external steps that give access to the
roof where a large wooden rotation compass on a plinth help identify the
extensive views.

humphrey head trees
Humphrey Head is an exposed whale-back limestone outcrop, most of
which is a nature reserve managed by Cumbria Wildlife Trust. Windblown
hawthorn trees survive on the Head which is said to be where the last wolf
in England was killed in the late-14th Century. Below the Head, at sea level,
was a small spring reputed to have had theraputic properties.

sandside nets
Fisherman have been gathering shellfish in Morecambe Bay for centuries
and some Flookburgh families can trace their involvement back to the
1750s. Although closure of the cockle beds destroyed an historic industry
and the increased regulation of fishing for shellfish after the 2004
cockling tragedy made life more difficult for local fishermen, hand fishing
for mussels and shrimps using tractors and trailers out in the Bay still
continues.

leven viaduct
The 49-span viaduct over the Leven estuary was built in 1857 and reconstructed in iron in 1880. On 27th February 1903 an early morning train
from Carnforth to Barrow was crossing the viaduct in a storm when the
locomotive and all ten carriages were overturned on to the rails by the
gale-force winds. Although more than 30 people were injured, there were
no fatalities.

canal head
Opened in 1796, a one-mile long canal protected by a sea-lock provided
Ulverston with a port, thus connecting the town with the commercial seabourne traffic of Morecambe Bay. However, the coming of the railway and
Barrow’s growth as a deep-water port caused a steady decline in canal
traffic, with the canal falling into disuse in the 1920s and being abandoned
in the late-1940s.

chapel island
Chapel Island is a small limestone outcrop in the Leven estuary, often
accessible, with great care, at low tide. Lying on the ancient route for
crossing the sands of Morecambe Bay, a small chapel was built on the
island in the 14th Century, although nothing remains of this now.

aldingham
Located adjacent to the shore, the church at Aldingham is dedicated
to St.Cuthbert and dates back to the mid-12th Century. The monks of
Lindisfarne, fleeing to Ireland with St.Cuthbert’s coffin, rested here. A 12th
Century motte stands in the background overlooking Morecambe Bay.

roa causeway
Originally an island accessible only by boat or on foot at low tide, Roa Island
was bought by a London banker who had it connected to the mainland by a
causeway, completed in 1846. A pier was also constructed and connected
with the Furness Railway over the causeway, although the line was closed
in 1936. The modern road runs along the causeway on the line of the former
railway.

roa causeway
The eastern sided of the causeway to Roa Island offers some protection to
moored yachts from prevailing westerly winds. It is also the resting place
for a small number or discarded and decaying boats.

roa
A lifeboat station was established at Roa Island in 1864 and has been
rebuilt and enlarged since then. A simple pier acts as the setting off point
for the ferry to Piel Island, seen in the distance.

the victoria bridge
The Victoria Bridge crossing the Walney Channel was completed in 1908
and connects the island of Walney with Barrow, having replaced the
previous ferry service. The bridge was officially renamed the Jubilee Bridge
in 1935 to mark the silver jubilee of King George V.

barrow channel
The North Walney Channel dries out at low tide. It is crossed by a footpath
and small wooden footbridge giving access to the mainland and the former
sites of long since demolished heavy industrial buildings. At this place
in 1652, George Fox, founder of the Quakers, was attacked when visiting
James Lancaster, one of his converts, who lived in North Scale.

piel castle
Piel Castle on Piel Island seen from mid-channel at low tide near South
Walney. The castle was built for the Abbot of Furness Abbey in the early
14th Century. Ownership of the castle passed through numerous hands
over the centuries until it was gifted in 1920 by the Duke of Buccleuch to
Barrow local authority. The castle is a Grade I listed building now managed
by English Heritage.

walney sleepers
The present lighthouse on the headland of South Walney was completed in
1804, replacing the original wooden lighthouse of 1790. Gravel was extracted from local pits of South Walney and transported along a wooden railway
to a wooden pier built in the 1870s. The area is now a nature reserve noted
for its birds and seal colony.

north walney
Adjacent to the popular North Walney coast and nature reserve is an airfield
built in 1940 to train wireless operators and gunners. Military activity
ceased in 1946 when the airfield was acquired by Barrow Council. In
1968, BAE Systems (then called Vickers) acquired the airfield, which was
upgraded in 2006.

Lowsy
Lowsy Point sits on the southern tip of the Sandscale Haws nature reserve
owned by the National Trust. Opposite North Walney, it comprises early
20th Century black hut-type cabins made out of old boats and recycled
houses, as well as more modern chalets. During World War II, a number of
squat pillbox fortifications were erected along the coast here together with
one of the Navy’s many coastal decoy sites to help defend Barrow which
was often the target of Luftwaffe bombing raids.

askham pier
The remains of the slag pier at Askham jutting out into the Duddon estuary
are remnant of the local steel industry developed after the discovery of
extensive iron ore deposits in 1850. Activity included four blast furnaces in
the village. The ore deposits became exhausted in 1918 and the last of the
industrial buildings was dem in the 1930s.

millom works
Millom was originally a small fishing village, but following the discovery
of iron ore in the area in the 1850s it became one of the largest industrial
sites of its type in the world. Little remains now of either the town’s original
industrial activity or the site of the former ironworks which closed in 1968.

hodbarrow
The wooden pier at Borwick Rails was used to ship out processed material
from the local ironworks. The last shipment occured in 1940 with the pier
becoming derelict by 1951.

hodbarrow
The lighthouse standing on the mile-long outer sea barrier just east
of Haverigg was completed in 1905. This outer barrier encloses some
200 acres of former beach and tidal estuary. With the end of mining at
Hodbarrow, and the switching off of the pumps in 1968, the site now forms
a lagoon rich in wildlife.

Hodbarrow
The coastal mine at Hodbarrow worked a large, high-quality haematite
deposit from 1869 until 1967, following which the mine closed in 1968. To
work the deposit safely, a succession of three sea barriers, made of wood,
then concrete and eventually of slag and outward facing concrete blocks,
had to be built to hold back the sea. The old stone lighthouse built in 1866
on Hodbarrow Point still stands.

Hodbarrow
Hodbarrow is a RSPB reserve bought in 1986 comprising the freshwater
lagoon located between the outer seawall barrier and an area of grassland
and scrub stretching inland. The lagoon was designated an SSSI in 1983
and is now part of the Duddon Estuary SSSI.

Haverigg prison
Behind Haverigg Point, under the shadow of Black Combe, is Haverigg
Prison, opened in 1967, but built on the site of a former RAF airfield and
training centre opened in 1941. On 2nd January 1945 an Avro Anson aircraft
on gunnery training practice crashed into Black Combe in bad weather
killing all four members of the crew.

annaside
The Battle of Annaside Beach on 18th August 1838 saw Annaside
villagers ambush a raiding innkeeper and his followers from neighbouring
Ravenglass who had been systematically removing cobbles from Annaside
Beach. The stones were much sort after for building purposes further afield
and their removal had resulted in local properties and roads being washed
away by the sea. Althought injuries were suffered by men and women of
both sides, no losses of life was reported.

esk ford
The railway from Barrow to Carlisle crosses the River Esk at Ravenglass
on a viaduct built in 1850 and is adjacent to the public bridleway leading
to the tidal ford through the river, fordable safely on foot only at low tide.
The estuary boarders the Cumbrian Wildlife Trust Eskmeals Dunes nature
reserve, still used by the MOD as a firing range. The former Eskmeals
railway station was situated at the southern end of the viaduct and served
a scattered farming community, but was closed in 1959.

ravenglass
Ravenglass dates back to the 2nd Century and was occupied by the
Romans for over 300 years, operating as a supply station for their
activities in the North West. Located at the estuary of three rivers, it was
a particularly important port at the southern end of the Romans’ coastal
defence system for protecting Hadrian’s Wall to the north. In more recent
times, Ravenglass was a favoured landing place for smugglers with their
contraband.

river irt
The River Irt flows out of Wastwater and into the Ravenglass estuary. It
was known in the 19th Century for the rare black pearls which grew in its
freshwater mussels.

drigg
During World War II, pillboxes, observation posts and machine gun
emplacements were installed at various locations on the Cumbrian Coast,
including here on Drigg dunes.

gun placement
Later, during the 1950s, gunnery range observation posts on Drigg dunes
were used in conjunction with the Eskmeals firing range just south of
Ravenglass.

seascale
Seascale was settled by the Norse around the 11th Century and remained
largely a collection of farms until the arrival of the Furness Railway in 1850.
From 1879 though, with its miles of clean sandy beaches, the village was
developed as a seaside resort and tourist centre, becoming a popular
holiday destination.

seascale
In 2000, the former wooden jetty on the shore at Seascale was reinstated
to commemorate the millennium.

sellafield
The Sellafield nuclear complex incorporating the original site of Windscale
and its neighbour Calder Hall dominates the flat coastal skyline south of
Beckermet. Sellafield was the world’s first nuclear power station to produce
electricity on an industrial scale, becoming operational in 1950. Both sites
are being decommissioned and dismantled, with Sellafield now being
principally a nuclear fuel reprocessing plant.

braystones
Situated on the Irish Sea coast, the village of Braystones is served by the
Barrow to Carlisle railway opened by the Whitehaven and Furness Junction
Railway in 1850. The station is an unstaffed request stop on a single-line
section of the track which skirts the coast for many miles. Below the
railway immediately above the shore, a line of beach huts and chalets of
individual designs have existed here since before the First World War.

nethertown
Just north of Braystones, Nethertown is another community on the same
single-line stretch of track served by an unstaffed halt, and also has a
collection of beach huts and chalets on the shoreline. This long section
of railway along the coast is susceptible after heavy rainfall to landslides
which cause the rail service to be suspended and the line closed for repair,

st. bees
St. Bees, which is renowned for its beach, the Norman Priory dedicated
to Saint Bega and its 400-year old school, has a history going back a
thousand years. Its large sandy beach has made it a popular holiday resort
for over 150 years. This part of the coast has seen numerous shipwrecks
over recent centuries, with graves in the local cemetry bearing witness to
these disasters. Remarkably, the running aground of the Spanish vessel SS
Izaro onto the nearby rocks in fog in 1907 with a cargo of iron ore did not
result in any deaths.

saltom
Saltom Pit was the first undersea coal mine in Cumbria, operating from
1729 until 1848, and is the oldest surviving undersea mine in North West
England. Situated on a rock shelf just above the shore where a small pier
and staithe were built, the site is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.

haig pit
The Haig Colliery coal mine at Whitehaven started production in 1916 and
had workings extending 4 miles under the Irish Sea. Three underground
explosions between 1922 and 1931 claimed the lives of 79 miners, and
further loss of life occurred in later explosions. The colliery was closed in
1986 when some 3500 jobs were lost. The surface site was preserved as
the Haig Colliery Mining Museum, but closed in 2016.

whitehaven harbour
Until the dissolution of the monasteries, the village of Whitehaven was
owned by the Priory of St.Bees. The existence of a landing stage, the
Old Quay, can be traced back to the 16th Century. In the 1630s a stone
pier was built and in the 17th Century an extended harbour complex was
constructed. Whitehaven’s prosperity during the 18th and 19th centuries
was based mainly on tobacco and coal, with the town beciming a major
coal mining centre. Its importance as a port started to wane from the early
19th Century and in 1992 its last remaining commercial handling operation
was lost.

whitehaven harbour
Situated on the Old Quay, the Pier Master’s Watch House and Watchtower
date from 1764 and 1814 respectively. Both are Grade II listed buildings.
Prominent in the distance is the landmark “candlestick” chimney vent from
the nearby Wellington pit.

whitehaven
Early on 23rd April 1778 Whitehaven harbour was invaded by US marines
from a US frigate commanded by Captain John Paul Jones, a Scot and
one-time apprentice seaman in Whitehaven. His aim was to set fire to the
hundreds of ships moored in the harbour. Although some damage was
done, the attack failed and Jones escaped back to his boat amid cannon
fire from the shore. Jones became a renowned US naval commander and is
buried in the US Naval Academy Chapel in Maryland.

whitehaven
The former Wellington Pit was the largest coal mine in Whitehaven, with its
twin shafts having been sunk between 1840 and 1845. The only remaining
buildings on the former site are the Wellington Lodge, now used by the
coastguard, and the “candlestick” chimney which provided ventilation for
the workings.

whitehaven pit
Cumbria’s worst mining disaster occured on 11th May 1910, when 136
men and boys died following an undersea explosion and fire deep
underground at the Wellington Pit. 64 Edward Medals, given by the King for
exceptional bravery in connection with industries rescues, were awarded
after the Wellington disaster. On the 100th anniversary of the accident
in 2010, a memorial was unveiled on the site, together with a gravestone
remembering the three unidentified people who died.

parton
The sheltered anchorage of Parton Bay was used by the Romans for
supplying a fort just north of the village. The bay was developed as a port
in the 17th Century to cater principally for the local coal trade. In 1800,
the Lowca engineering company was formed north of the village, where
an ironworks was also established in the 1870s. Parton’s businesses
experienced decline in the early 20th Century though and by 1920 most
industrial activity had left the village.

harrington dock
Harrington harbour developed from a small quay constructed in 1760 for
the export of coal and lime. The deconstruction of the pier by a storm in
1863 and its rebuilding in 1864 is commemorated by a stone embedded in
the present pier. Developed further as docks in 1891, the site covered two
and a half acres and included ship-building activity. A storm in 1931 badly
damaged the 1848 lighthouse which had to be demolished. Since the port’s
demise as a busy industrial harbour, it has been redeveloped to serve the
leisure industry.

harrington
This heavily-industrialised north-western part of the Cumbria coast had a
concentration of blast furnaces which were served by the various harbours
and extensive rail networks in the area, with New Yard iron works being
just north of Harrington. Slag cast disgorged directly from railway wagons
immediately above the shore endure as a reminder of these days.

moss bay
Moss Bay Haematite Iron Company was formed in the 1870s for the production of pig iron, with a steel-making plant and rolling mill added shortly
after. It occupied a vast site overlooking Moss Bay just south of Workington
and had its own extensive rail network.

moss bay
In 1909 numerous local steel companies merged to form the Workington
Iron and Steel Company which became one of the most important steel
producers in Britain. Although steel working finished in 1982, Corus Rail
continued to roll rails until 2006. The site of the former works overlooking
Moss Bay now shows little sign on previous activities.

workington pier
Numerous wooden piers were constructed on this part of the coast. These
remains are under The Howe just south of the entrance to Workington
Harbour.

pier remains
The Howe is a former slag bank, now reclaimed, rising some 170 feet above
sea level, and is formed from industrial waste from the former Workington
steelworks closed in 2006. In 1568, Workington Hall gave shelter to Mary
Queen of Scots during her flight from Scotland.

workington
The industrial success of Workington was built on coal and steel. The port
of Workington, set astride the mouth of the River Derwent, developed
extensively with the rapid growth of the iron and steel industries during
the 19th and 20th Centuries. In 2009, unprecedented rainfall in the local
fells caused flooding along the Borrowdale and Derwent valleys resulting
in deep floods in town, loss of life, extensive damage to property and the
destruction of bridges.

workington
The long history of iron and steel production, and the number of steelworks
in the Workington area, saw slag remains extensively scattered on land and
on the shore alongside the various steelworks. Many locations have been
reclaimed, but strange shapes and sights still remain.

maryport
Originally called Alauna, then Ellenfoot, Maryport was established in the
2nd Century as a Roman base, given its proximity to Hadrian’s Wall. Developed as a port town in Georgian times by Humphrey Senhouse, who
changed the town’s name to Maryport after his wife, it became an industrial
centre based mainly on mining, sea trade and shipbuilding. The coming of
the railway from Carlisle in the 1840s brought further development of the
town, with the Elizabeth Dock being opened in 1857 and the adjacent Senhouse Dock being opened in 1867.

maryport
Until 1927, the Maryport docks were the largest in West Cumbria, but the
opening then of a deep-water dock in Workington took away much of the
import of raw materials. The docks declined in importance, eventually
closing to cargo ships in the 1960s. In 1936 some twenty unemployed
men marched from Maryport to join the Jarrow Marchers. Adding to the
economic difficulties of the town, the last deep pit in the area, at Risehow,
closed in 1966 and open-cast mining ended in 2000.

maryport
Senhouse Dock became a marina for pleasure craft in 1989, while Elizabeth
Dock and its surrounds were developed with new housing and an aquarium.
A maritime museum, reflecting the town’s important trading history, also
exists.

maryport dock
A series of regeneration projects in recent years has developed Maryport’s
leisure industry and its tourist appeal. A small fishing fleet continues to be
based in the town.

DUNES
One of a series of evenly spaced Roman forts, Milefort 21 south of Allonby,
seen above the distant shore, was part of the Roman coastal defence
system running from the western end of Hadrian’s Wall at Bowness-onSolway to Ravenglass in the south.

salt pan
Making salt from seawater was an important activity for several centuries
along the Cumbria coast, originating from rights granted to priories and
abbeys to build salt pans and use peat to fuel the pans. At Saltpans near
Crosscanonby, below Milefort 21, is a well-preserved example of a salt pan.
The last of the derelict salters’ houses there were demolished in 1970.

mawbray dunes
The extensive sand dunes of Mawbray Banks are now a nature reserve
and designated SSSI, and form part of the Solway Coast. The Roman fort of
Bibra was sited just inland from the dunes, parts of which were used by the
Romans as a cemetry for the cremation of military personnel. During the
Second World War, the dunes played a role as a bombing range for training
purposes.

petrified forest
North of Mawbray Banks, just off-shore, are the remains of an ancient
submerged forest thought to have existed some 8000 years ago. The
remains are embedded in the peat and sand and are most easily seen at
low water during Spring tides.

silloth
Although existing since Roman times, Silloth developed in the late-1850s
as a railhead and a deep-water port to replace Port Carlisle in the North.
Silloth became a Victorian seaside resort offering wide elegant tree-lined
streets, spacious sea front greens and an impressive promenade. An
airfield opened in 1939 was used to train aircrews from the UK and Allied
countries, but was closed in 1960.

silloth
From 1864 Eastcote lighthouse was one of two leading lights helping to
mark the entrance to Silloth harbour, but was originally a mobile structure
siitting on a short rail track. Fixed in its optimum position in 1914, the light
was made automatic in 1930 and was taken out of service in 1959. In 1997,
it was rebuilt and preserved in its original style and relocated on the Green
in the north of the town.

Grune Point
Grune Point is a long sandy raised beach north of Skinburness protruding
into the Morecambe estuary and covered at high tide. This shelters the
inshore estuary and has allowed the formation of extensive saltmarsh
and mudflats. The Point is the site of a pillbox used as an anti-tank rifle
emplacement and from where the remains can be seen of a Hudson
airplane which crashed on take off from Silloth airfield during WWII.

anthorn
Anthorn is the site if an airfield constructed in 1918, but abandoned after
the end of WWI. Reinstated at the start of WWII, the airfield was taken over
by the Royal Navy until being closed in 1958. Chosen in 1960 as the site
for a NATO transmitting post, the station became operational in 1964 and
comprises 13 masts over 700 feet in height,

bowness viaduct
The mile-long railway viaduct over the Solway Firth connecting Bownesson-Solway to Annan in Scotland was built in 1869 for the Solway Junction
Railway. The rising expense of maintenance, including the costs of
repairing repeated damage from floating ice sheets, combined with falling
traffic volumes, caused the viaduct to be closed in 1921. Dismantling was
completed in 1935, although some support piers stull remain on Herdhill
Scar near Bowness.

port carlisle
Port Carlisle, originally called Fisher’s Cross, was developed as a port in
1819 and allowed goods to be transported to the centre of Carlisle along
the canal built in 1823, with entry to the canal being through a sea lock.
Following closure and being drained in 1853, the port silted up, although
the old docking quay and sandstone block wall are still visible.

Edward
The efforts of Edward I to conquer Scotland and bring the country under
English rule resulted in ten years of rebellion between 1296 and 1306. In
1307, despite suffering from dysentery, Edward led his army north again to
engage the Scots, but his condition deteriorated and he died on 7th July
1307 outside Burgh-by-Sands. A 19th Century memorial on Burgh Marsh,
replacing an earlier one, is said to mark the spot where Edward died.

metal bridge
Until the opening of the M74 in 2008, the A74 was the main route to
Scotland from Cumbria and passed over the cast iron metal bridge
designed by Thomas Telford in the 1820s to span the River Esk, which at
this point formed the much earlier boarder with Scotland. Telford’s bridge
was replaced in 1913 and then by a concrete bridge in 1970 as part of the
upgrading of the then A74. Metal Bridge is a small settlement on the now
by-passed A74 comprising a handful of properties and an inn called the
Metal Bridge Inn.

metal bridge
Until 1552, the River Esk flowing by Metal Bridge into the Solway Firth
marked the boarder between England and Scotland. The unruly area
between the Esk and the present boarder, the River Sark a few miles
further north, became called the Debatable Lands. This area was controlled
by local clans and was notoriously lawless during the time of the boarder
reivers. The M6 motorway extension north of Carlisle into the M74 in 2008
involved the crossing of the River Esk by a new motorway bridge.

Annan Nets
On the Scottish side of the Solway Firth, opposite Bowness-on-Solway, an
embankment forms the northern end of the railway viaduct closed in 1921
and dismantled in 1935. The border between England and Scotland, which
is also the northern boarder of the present county of Cumbria, lies in the
waters of the Solway Firth.
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